6 August 1850. 13 & 14 Vict. 




(Ireland.) 



BILL 



[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE AND ON 
RE-COMMITMENT] 



FOtt 



The better Distribution, Support, and Management 
of Medical Charities in Ireland. 



[Note The Clauses marked A. to D. loere added hy the Committee.'] 



"HEREAS it is expedient to provide for the better Distri- Preamble, 
bution, Support, and Management of Medical Charities in 
Ireland : Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Ma- 
jesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
5 Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the Authority of the same, That it shall and may be lawful for Appoiotmeat 

the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, by Warrant under his Hand, from of CommU- 
. T. 1. sioners ot 

Time to Time to appoint any competent Person or Persons, not Health, 
exceeding Two in Number being Physicians or Surgeons of not less 
10 than Seven Yearn standing, who, with the Commissioners and As- 
sistant Commissioner for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, shall be Commissioners of Health for Ireland ; and 
the Persons so appointed by Warrant as aforesaid shall hold Office 
during the Pleasure of the Lord Lieutenant. 



15 II. And be it enacted, That Notice of the Appointment of such SueUAp- 
Persons shall be published in the Dublin Gazette, and the Commis- ^°“2Shed 
sioners first constituted under this Act shall enter on their Office, and in Gazette. 

679. -A- all 
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all the Powers and Authoi;ities given to them bj this Act shall take 
effect, on the Day after the first Publication of such Notice in the 
Dublin Gazette; and such Powers and Authorities may be executed 
by any Two or more of the Commissioners, of whom a Commissioner 
or Assistant Commissioner for administeiiug the Laws for the Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland shall be One : Provided always, that any Order 
for the Formation or Alteration of any Db:pensary District or Districts, 
or Hospital District or Districts, as herein-after mentioned, or for framing 
or estabbshing any General Rules or Regulations relating thereto, or 
altering or revoking the same, shall be signed by not less than Three 10 
of the said Commissioners ; and the said Commissioners shall cause 
to be made a Seal for their Use in the Execution of this Act. 

HI. And be it enacted, That the Commissioners of Health may 
from Time to Time, subject to the Approval of the Lord Lieutenant, 
appoint so man}-' fit Persons, not exceeding Four, as the Lords Com- 15 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury shall sanction, being Physicians 
or Surgeons, of not less than Seven Years standing, to be Inspectors 
to assist in carrying out the Provisions of this Act ; and, subject to 
the like Approval of the Lord Lieutenant, may remove all or any of 
the said Inspectors, and appoint others in their Place. 20 

IV. And be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to appoint a Secretary to the said Com- 
missioners, and from Time to Time to remove such Secretary, and 
appoint another in his Place. 

V. And be it enacted. That the said Commissioners of Health 2.5 

shall and may from Time to Time appoint so many Clerks, Mes- 
sengers, and Servants as shall be allowed by the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury ; and the several Persons so appointed shall 
hold their Offices during the Pleasure of the said Commissioners of 
Health. 30 

VI. And be it enacted, That there shall be paid to such One of 
the said Commissioners being a Physician or Surgeon as the Lord 
Lieutenant shall direct, and also to the said Secretary, Inspectors, 
Clerks, Messengers, and Servants, such Saiaiies or Wages as shall 

he from Time to Time appointed by the Commissioners of Her 35 
Majesty’s Ti-easury, out of any Monies which may from Time to 
Time he provided by Parliament for that Purpose. 

VII. And be it enacted, That no such paid Commissioner nor 
any such Inspector or Secretary as aforesaid shall, while he continues 

in such respective Office, practise as a Physician or Surgeon, or in 40 
any other professional Capacitv- 

VIII. And 
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VIII. And be it enacted, That the said Commissioners of Health Di-^peiuaiy 
shall, with all reasonable Despatch after their Appointment, prepare 

a Scheme or Plan for the Division of each Union in Ireland into so each Uni.m; 
many Dispensary Districts, having [regard to the Extent and Popula- JiSRenlf' 
5 tion of such Districts, as they shall deem necessary, but so never- SaSarfes. 
theiess that no Electoral Dinsion formed under the Acts for the 
more effectual Relief of the destitute Poor shall he divided; and in Ratfis. 
such Scheme or Plan the said Commissioners shall also state the 
Number and Salaries of the Officers to be appointed for the Ser\dce 
10 of each such Dispensary District, and the Number of Persons who 
shall be Members of the Committee of Management of such District 
as herein-after is provided ; and the said Commissioners shall transmit 
a Copy thereof to the Board of Guardians of each Union affected 
thereby, and fix a Time not sooner than One Month for the Revision 
15 and Determination thereof; and after the Expiration of such Month, 

Laving considered any Suggestions of Alterations in such Scheme or 
Plan made by any such Board of Guardians, the said Commissioners 
shall, by Order under their Seal, declare such District and the 
Number and Salaries of such Officers, and the Number of Persons 
20 ■'ivho shall be Members of the Committee of Management, and shall 
send the same to the Board of Guardians of such Union; and such 
Order and the several Matters contained therein shall be subject to 
the Approbation of the Lord Lieutenant; and from and after a 
certain Day to be named in such Order, the Cost of all Medical 
25 Relief afforded within the Disjjensary District, together with all 
Salaries and Charges incidental to the same, shall be charged on 
the Poor Rates of the Electoral Division or Divisions comprised 
therein, according to the net annual Value of each such Division 
under the Poor Law Valuation for the Time being; and it shall be 
30 lawful for the said Commissioners at any Time, by Order under Seal, 
with the like Approbation of the Lord Lieutenant, to alter such 
District, and the Amount of the Salaries of the Officers, and the 
Number of the Officers, and of the Committee of Management, 
subject nevertheless to the Provisions herein-before contained with 
35 Reference to such first Order. 

IX. And be it enacted, That within One Month after the Receipt Dispensary 
of the said Order, the Guardians of the Union shall elect, if necessary, 

a sufficient Number of Rate-payers resident in each District, and liable 
to pay Poor Rates in respect of Property therein of the net annual 
40 Value of Thirty Pounds at the least, who, together with the ex-officio 
and elected Guardians of the Poor resident or being the Owners or 
Occupiers of Property therein, shall be a Committee for the Manage- 
ment of the Dispensary of such District, so that the Number of the 
Members of the said Committee shall amount to the Number named 
679. in 
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in the Order of the said Commissioners, and shall from Time to Time 
fill up any Vacancies occurring after any General Election of such 
Committee ; and the Committee so appointed shall hold Office until 
the Appointment of a new Committee after the next annual Election 
of Guardians in the said Union ; and at the first Meeting of the 5 
Guardians after such annual Election, or as soon thereafter as con- 
veniently may be, the Committee of Management for the said 
Dispensary District shall be appointed in like Manner for the ensuing 
Year, and so likewise in each succeeding Year. 

(iuardians X. And be it enacted, That the Guardians of the Union shall, as 10 
Medicines Receipt of the said Order as conveniently may be, pr-ovide 

&c., and ap- a House, Building, Room or Rooms, to be used as a Dispensary or 
pointOfficers. Medical Officer of each such District, and for the 

Meetings of the Committee of Management, and shall provide such 
Medicines and Medical Appliances as may be necessary for the 15 
Medical Relief of the Poor in the said District, and shall appoint 
from Time to Time as they shall be directed by the srdd Commis- 
sioners, but not otherwise, and subject to their Approval, One or 
more Medical Officers for the said District, with such Qualifications 
and Salaries as the said Commissioners shall determine ; and it shall 20 
be lawful for tbe said Commissioners, on Complaint from the said 
Committee, or from the Board of Guardians of the said Union, to 
remove any such Medical Officer on sufficient Grounds, and to direct 
the Guardians of the Union to appoint another Medical Officer in his 
Stead ; and on Failure of the said Guardians to appoint a Medical 25 
Officer of such Dispensary District for One Month after the Receipt 
of the Direction of the said Commissioners, it shall be lawful for the 
said Commissioners to appoint such Medical Officer by an Order 
under their Seal. 

Power to enacted, That every Member of such Dispensary 30 

afford Dis- Committee, and every Relie\dng Officer and Warden acting for an 
Electoral Division included in such Dispensary District, shall have 
Power to afford Medical Relief by the Issue of a Ticket for Medicine 
and Advice, or a Ticket, in such Form as the said Commissioners 
shall prescribe, addressed to the Medical Officer of the District, 35 
directing him to afford Medicine and Advice to or attend any poor 
Person resident therein ; and it shall be the Duty of the Meffical 
Officer to afford such Medicine and Advice, or "to attend such 
poor Person, as thereby directed : Provided always, that if any 
Person who shall obtain a Ticket for Medical Attendance from 40 
any Relieving Officer or Warden, or from any Member of the 
Committee, shall, at the next or any subsequent Meeting of the 
Committee after the Issue of the Ticket, be declared by a 

Majority 
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Majority of the Members then present not to be a fit Object for 
Dispensary Relief, the Ticket shall be cancelled, and the Holder 
thereof disentitled to further Relief. 

XII. And be it enacted, That from and after the Publication in the infirmaries 
Gazette as aforesaid of the Appointment of the said Commissioners, 
all Infirmaries, Fever Hospitals, and other Medical Institutions and to be subject 
Buildings used for the Purposes of Medical Relief in Ireland, except 
as herein-after provided, sh^ be subject to the Authority of the said theCommis- 
Commissioners of Health, who shall apply the same, if they shall sion^rs. 

10 think fit, to the Purposes of tliis Act in such Manner as the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland shall by Warrant under his Hand from Time 
to Time direct or approve : Provided always, that no Infirmary, Saving as 
Hospital, or other Medical Institution or Building which from and 
after the passing of this Act shall be supported by private Subscription, supported 
15 Bequests, or other Property belonging to such Institution, shall be 
subject to the Provisions of this Act, save as to such Inspection as 
herein-after provided ; and that no such Institutions or Buildings so 
excepted from the Provisions of this Act as aforesaid (save and except 
the following ; that is to say, the Meath Hospital, the Charitable In- 
20 firmary in Jervis Street, and Mercers Hospital, Saint Mark’s Oph- 
thalmic Hospital, and the Hospital of Incurables in the City of 
Dublin, and the City of Dublin Hospital in Upper Baggot Street in 
tbe County of Dublin,) shall, from and after the passing of this Act, 
he entitled to any Support from Poor Rates or from any County Cess, 

25 anything in any Statute to the contrary notwithstanding. 

XIIL And be it enacted, That from and after a Day certain, to be Hospital Re. 
fixed in the Order declaring any such Hospital District, the Cost of 
all Relief afforded within any Building used for the Service of such to be chained 
District, and all Salaries and other Charges incidental thereto, in- 
30 eluding all necessary Alteration, Repairs, and Maintenance of the 
said Buildings, shall be charged on the Poor Rates of the Electoral 
Divisions situate within such District, according to the net annual 
Value thereof under the Poor Law Valuation in force for the Time 
being. 

35 XIV. And be it enacted. That a Copy of every Order declaring Guardiaos to 
any such Hospital District shall be sent by the said Commissioners 
to the Guardians of each Union comprising any Electoral Division or 
Divisions included in such District ; and the said Guardians shall 
from Time to Time thereafter make Provision in the Rates of every 
40 such Electoral Di\ision for defraying its Share of the Cost incurred 
for tbe Service of such District, according to the Estimates to be 
made as herein-after is provided. 

679. B XV. And 
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XV. And be it enacted, That ■within One Month after the Receipt 
of such Order the Guardians of each Union comprising any Part of 
the said Hospital District shall elect the Governors of the said 
District in the Proportions fixed by the said Order, and shall from 
Time to Time fill up any individual Vacancies, such occurring after 5 
any General Election of such Board of Governors ; and the Board of 
Governors so appointed shall hold Office until the Completion of the 
Appointment of such Board after the next annual Election of Guar- 
dians in the said Unions ; and at the first Meeting of the Guardians 
of each such Union after such next annual Election, or as soon there- 10 
after as conveniently may be, such Guardians shall elect Governors of 
the said District in the like Proportions for the Year ensuing, and so in 
like Manner in each succeeding Year : Provided that no Person shall 
be elected a Governor of the said District who shall not be either an 
es-officio or elected Guardian of the Union from which he shall be 15 
elected, and resident in such Hospital District, ora Rate-payer resident 
in such Hospital District liable to pay Poor Rates in respect of Pro- 
perty whereof the net annual Value, ascertained as aforesaid, shall be 
at least Fifty Pounds : Provided also, that every Life Governor of any 
Infirmary, Fever, or other Hospital which shall be used for the Service 20 
of such Hospital District, and any Governor thereof who shall have paid 
in Subscriptions to such Infirmary, Fever, or other Hospital, in suc- 
cessive Years next preceding the passing of this Act, such an Amount 
as if paid in One Sum would, according to the previous Regulations 
thereof, entitle such Person to be a Life Governor thereof, shall be ex 25 
officio a Governor of such District, provided he shall be resident in 
such District. 

Xyi. And be it enacted, That the Governors of each such 
Hospital District shall he a Body Corporate, and have perpetual Suc- 
cession and a Common Seal, and shall sue and be sued, plead and be 30 

impleaded, by the Name of “ Governors of the Hospital 

District;” and all such Buildings situate in such District as shall 
be subject to the Authority of the said Commissioners of Health as 
aforesaid, and shall be applied by them, under the Direction or 
Approval of the Lord Lieutenant, to the Purposes of this Act, and all 35 
Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, and Rpal Property and 
Chattels Real, belonging thereto, shall vest in the said Governors for 
the Time being, according to the Nature and Quality,' Estate and 
Interest, of and in the same Premises respectively, and subject to 
the Debts, Charges, and Incumbrances affecting the same. 4 q 

XVII. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Gover- 
nors of each Hospital District to provide such suitable Buildings or 
additional M^ard or Wards, subject to. the Approval of the said Com- 
missioners 
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missioners of Health, to be signified under their Seal, as shall be 
required for the Service of such Hospital Districts ; and after the Sa^nction'ol- 
Issue of such Approval the Commissioners for administering the Poor Law 
Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland shall, if they shall see fit, 

5 but not otherwise, direct, by Order under their Seal, the Guardians of 
each Union comprising any Portion of such Hospital District to 
provide for the Proportion of the Cost of procuring such Building or 
additional Ward or Wards which shall be chargeable on any Electoral 
Division situate in such District according to its net annual Value 
10 under the Poor Law Valuation in force for the Time being, in such 
Manner as the said last-mentioned Commissioners shall direct ; and all 
such Buildings or additional Wards shall be vested in the Governors 
of such Hospital District, and be appropriated to such Uses as tlie said 
Commissioners of Health shall from Time to Time direct. 

15 XVIIL And be it enacted, That from and after the Day to be Proywioufor 
named in the Order declaring any such Hospital District the 
Governors of such District shall provide for the Medical Treatment mentofPa- 
and Support of all Persons admitted into the Building or Buildings 
appropriated to the Service of the said District, and shall procure all Appointment 
20 Supplies of Bedding, Clothing, Medicines, Medical and Surgical Appli- 
ances, Nutriment, and other Necessaries required for such Purpose, 
in conformity with such Regulations as shall be issued by the said 
Commissioners of Health for the Management of the said District; 
and the said Governors shall appoint the Medical and other Officers 
25 of the said District ; and every such Officer shall be removable on 
sufficient Grounds, on Complaint from the Governors of the said 
District, by the Commissioners of Health, by an Order under their 
Seal, who shall thereon dhect the Governors to appoint another 
Officer in his Stead ; and on Failure of the Governors of such District 
30 to appoint a Medical or other Officer of such District within One 
Month from the Receipt of the Direction of the Commissioners of 
Health, it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners to appoint 
such Officer by an Order under their Seal. 

XIX. And be it enacted. That every Governor of an Hospital 

T^. • 1 nr 1 P Tv- ^ Patients to 

35 District and every Member of a Dispensaiy Committee resident in Hospitals, 

auy Electoral Division included in such Hospital District, and every 
Relieving Officer and Warden acting for such Electoral Division, shall 
have Power to afford Medical Relief to any poor Person, being a fit 
Object for such Relief, by giving him or her a Ticket, in such Form 
40 as the said Commissioners shall prescribe, directing the Admission of 
such Person into some Hospital of such District appropriated to the 
Reception and Treatment of Persons suffering under the Description 
of Disease or bodily Injury under which the Person seeking such Relief 
679. shall 
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shall thea be suffermg, or directing Advice, Medicine, or medical 
Treatment to be given, as the Case may require ; provided that if at 
the next or any subsequent Meeting of the Governors after the Ad- 
mission of such Person, the Majority of the Governors present shall 
determine that he is not a fit Object for such Relief, they shall have 5 
Power, if they see fit, to discharge him from such Hospital ; and it shall 
be lawful, in any Case of sudden and urgent Necessity, for the Medi- 
cal or other Officer in charge of any such Hospital to receive into it 
any Person appearing to be a fit Object for Medical Relief therein, 
subject to the further Direction of the Governors at their next Meeting. 10 

XX. And be it enacted, That immediately after the first Appoint- 
ment of such Governors as aforesaid the said Governors shall meet 
and prepare, in such Form as the Commissioners of Health shall pre- 
scribe, an Estimate of the Cost of providing for the Service of such 
Hospital District to the Twenty-fifth Day of Mai-ch or the Twenty- 15 
ninth Day of September then next following, as the Case may be, 
and at least One Month before each of the aforesaid Days in every 
Year shall prepare and complete a similar Estimate for the Half Year 
commencing from and after the one or the other of the said Days, as 

• the Case may be, and shall transmit all such Estimates to the Com- 20 
missiouers of Health, who shall examine and correct the same, if, on 
Inquiry, they shall see fit to do so, and shall transmit such Estimate, so 
examined or corrected, as it may be necessary, to the Commissioners 
for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, with 
a Certificate of the Necessity of providing for the Service of such 25 
Hospital District the Amount specified in such Estimate ; and the 
said last-mentioned Commissioners shall transmit Copies of such 
Estimate to the Guardians of each Union comprising One or more 
Electoral Division or Divisions situate in such Hospital District, and 
shall declare therein the Proportion payable on account of each such 30 
Electoral Division to the Governors of the said District; and such 
Guardians shall from Time to Time make Provision for the Payment, 
thereof from the Poor Rates of such Electoral Division or Divisions, 
and shall direct Payment of the same by the Treasurer of the 
respective Union to the Treasurer of the Governors of such Hospital 35 
District by Six equal monthly Instalments, the first' of wl|,ich Instal- 
ments shall be payable in One Month after the Receipt by such Guar- 
dians of such Estimate so certified and transmitted as aforesaid. 

XXI. And be it enacted, That from and after the Day to be named 

as aforesaid in the Order of the said Commissioners of Health 40 
declaring any Dispensary District, all Provision now made by Law 
for affording Dispensary Relief from Poor Rate, or by means of 
Presentment fi'om the County Cess, shall, except for the Purpose 

of 
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of defraying Expenses incnrred before such Date, cease as to the 
Baronies or Portions of Baronies or Places included in such Dispensary 
Districts ; and that from and after the Day to be named as aforesaid 
in the Order of the said Commissioners declaring an Hospital Dis- 
5 trict, all Provision now made by Law, either from County Cess, 

Poor Rate, or Parliamentary Grant, for the Support of any Hospital 
or Infirmary included in such Hospital District, and applied as afore- 
said by the said Commissioners to the Service of such District, shall, 
except for the Purpose of defraying Expenses incurred before such 
10 Date, cease ; and all Funds arising for the Support of such Institutions 
from Bequests shall be applied to the Support thereof according to the 
Trusts on which such Bequests were granted, subject nevertheless to 
the Powers herein given to the said Commissioners of Health to form 
Districts for Hospital Relief, and to appropriate Buildings situate 
15 therein as aforesaid to the Service of such District, in such Manner as 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland shall direct or approve ; Provided 
nevertheless, that where, under the Provisions of an Act of the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland passed in the Fifth Year of His late Majesty King 
George the Third, intituled “ An Act for erecting and establishing 5G.3. c. 

20 “ public Infirmaries and Hospitals in this Kingdom,” any Allowance or 
Stipend is now payable to any Officer of a County Infirmary or other 
Medical Institution which shall be subject to the Provisions of this Act, 
such respective Allowance or Stipend shall not cease to be payable 
under the Provisions of the said Act, until the Person holding siich 
25 Office at the Time of the passing of this Act shall wholly cease to 
hold the said Office in the said Infirmary or Medical Institution as an 
Officer of an Hospital District, but such Allowance or Stipend shall 
from the Time of his ceasing to bold such Office as aforesaid cease 
to be payable to such Infirmary or Medical Institution respectively 
30 under the Provisions of the said Act ; Provided also, that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to deprive of the Benefit of Aid 
from any Parliamentary Grant any Infirmary or Hospital in the City 
or County of Dublin now receiving such Aid, so long as such Aid 
shall continue to be granted by Parliament. 

35 XXII. And be it enacted, That the Accounts of the Governors of Accounts of 
each Hospital District shall be kept in such Manner as the said Commis- 
sioners of Health shall by Order under their Seal from Time to Time 
prescribe, and sh^l be made up to the Twenty-fifth Day of March and 
Twenty-ninth E^ay of September in each Year; and the respective Auditor 
40 Auditors of Poor Law Unions in Ireland shall audit such Accounts, Accounts, 
and shall allow or disallow all Payments therein specified which have 
been illegally made, or which are contrary to the Rules and Regula- 
tions made by the said Commissioners as herein-after provided, and 
shall recover all Sums disallowed, in and by the same Ways and Means 
679. C as 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




10 



Meintera of 
Committee 
of Hospitai 
Dispensary 
not to be 
concerned in 
supplying 
Articles for 
Use in Hos- 
pital or Dis- 
pensary : 



under 
Penalty of 
501. and 
Costs. 



ilegulations 
as to Ma- 
nagement of 
Dispensaries 
and Hos- 
pitals. 



Vaccination. 



Existing 

Medical 

Officers. 



Medical Charities {^Ireland). 

as are given for the Recovery of Sams disallowed by the Auditor in 
the Accounts of Expenditure under the Provisions of the Acts in 
force for the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland. 

XXIII. And be it enacted, That no Guardian, Governor, or 
Member of the Committee of Management, paid Officer, or other 5 
Person concerned in the providing, ordering, Management, Control, ■ 
or Direction of the Medical Relief of the Poor in any Dispensary 
District or Hospital District, shall, either in his own Name or in the 
Name of any other Person, provide, furnish, or supply for his own 
Profit any Medicines, Instruments, Furniture, or Goods for the Use 10 
of any Dispensary or Hospital in any District for which he shall act 
in any such Capacity as aforesaid daring the Time for which he shall 
retain such Office, nor shall during such Time be interested, directly 
or indirectly, in any Contract relating thereto, under pain of foifoiting 
the Sum of Fifty Pounds, with the full Costs of Suit, to any Person 15 
who shall sue for the same by Action of Debt or on the Case in any 
of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record at Dublin. 

XXIV. And be it enacted, That the said Commissioners shall and 
may, and they are hereby directed, with all reasonable Despatch after 
their Appointment, to ftame Rules and Regulations for the Govern- 20 
meat of each Dispensary District and Hospital District, and for the 
Guidance and Control of the Guardians, the Committees of Manage- 
ment, and Governors, and the several Officers to be appointed in 
connexion therewith respectively, and shall he empowered to alter or 
revoke such Rules and Regulations, and make such new Rules and 25 
Regulations, from Time to Time as they may think fit. 

XXV. And be it enacted, That the Medical Officer of every 
Dispensary District constituted under this Act shall and he is hereby 
required to .vaccinate all Persons who may come to him for that Pur- 
pose, subject to such Regulations as may be issued by the Commis- 30 
sioners of Health in that Behalf, and which Regulations the said Com- 
missioners are hereby required to make and issue ; and that from and 
after the Declaration of any such Dispensary District it shall not be 
obligatory on the Board of Guardians of the Poor Law Union con- 
taining such District, or any Part thereof, to make' a Contract with 35 
a Medical Practitioner for the Vaccination of Persons resident in such 
District, under the Provisions of an Act passed in the Fourth Year 

of the Reign of Her present Majesty, intituled “ An Act to extend 
“ the Practice of Vaccination.” 

XXVI. And be it enacted, That when, on the Formation of any 40 
District under the Provisions, of this Act, a Medical Practitioner 

shall 
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shall be in possession of a Medical Office connected with any Medical 
Institution subject to the Authority of the said Commissioners, and 
situate in the Locality included in such District, it shall be lawful 
for the Commissioners of Health to declare him to be, in the first 
5 instance, the Medical Officer or one of the Medical Officers of such 
new District ; and so likewise when Two or more Medical Prac- 
titioners shall be cucumstanced as aforesaid, in case the like Num- 
ber of Medical Officers is required in such new District, it shall 
be lawful for the said Commissioners, if they shall think fit, to 
10 declare such Persons to be the Medical Officers of such new District, 
but in case a smaller Number of such Officers shall be required 
for such District, then it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners 
of Health, if they shall see fit, to nominate such Persons, or any of 
them, as the Persons from whom a Selection shall be made for a 
15 Medical Officer or Officers under the Provisions of this Act, by the 
Parties entitled to appoint to such Office ; and it shall not be necessary 
for the said Commissioners, unless they think fit, to reject any such 
Medical Practitioner so in possession of any such Office before the 
Formation of such District by reason of the Want of such Qualifica- 
20 tions as may be required by them in other Cases. 



XXVII. And be it enacted, That it shall be the Duty of any salaried 
salaried Medical Officer of a Dispensary District, or of an Hospital Medical 
District under this Act, or (if more than One.) then the nearest of Distri^^o 
such Medical Officers (whether of a Dispensary District or Hospital attend at 
25 District), save in the Case of his Sickness or necessary Absence, and jan- 
then the other nearest of such Medical Officers, without any further gerous Lu- 
Fee or Reward, to examine and certify under the Statute in that 
Behalf as to the Case of any dangerous Lunatic brought before a Attendance 
Justice of the Peace, within his respective District, when summoned 
30 so to do, and also to give his medical Attendance and Care, so Districts, 
far as shall be necess?.ry, to the Prisoners or Inmates in any Bride- 
well or House of Correction situate within such respective District, 
and to supply to such Prisoners and Inmates the necessary Medicines, 
the Account of which Medicines shall be submitted to the next 



35 Meeting of the Committee or Governors of such respective District, 
who shall make Provision for the Payment thereof ; and it shah be 
lawful for the said Commissioners, if they shah think fit, to take 
into account the probable Extent of such extraordinary Duties with 
respect to> any ’such Bridewell or House of Correction, in fixing 
40 the Amount of the Salaries of the Medical Officers of such 



Districts. 



XXVIII. And be it enacted, That the Commissioners of Health, Power of 
or any One of them, and also any such Inspector acting in execution CommisY 
679 . of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




12 Medical Charities {Ireland). 



llt^altli and 
Inspectors 
10 inquire 
on Oath, 
or require a 
Decluration. 



Witness not 



of this Act, by Summons under the Seal of the Commissioners, or 
under the separate Hand and Seal of any Commissioner or Inspector 
respectively, as the Case may be, may require the Attendance of all 
such Persons as they or he shall think fit to call before them or any 
of them respectively upon any Matter connected with the Execution 5 
of this Act, relating to any Hospital, Dispensarj^ Infirmary, or 
Medical Institution subject under this Act to the Authority of 
the said Commissioners, at such Time and Place as shall be set 
forth in the Summons, and may make Inquiry and require Returns, 
and may administer Oaths, and examine all such. Persons upon 10 
Oath, and may require and enforce the Production upon Oath of 
Books, Contracts, Agreements, Accounts, Maps, Plans, Surveys, 
Valuations, and Writings, and Copies thereof respectively, in anywise 
relating to any such Matter as aforesaid ; or when the Commissioners 
or any One of the Commissioners, or any Inspector, shall think fit, 15 
instead of requiring such Oath as aforesaid, they or he may require 
any such Person to make and subscribe a Declaration of the Truth 
of the Matter respecting which he shall have been or shall be so 
examined : Provided always, that no Person shall he required, in 



to be sum- obedience to any such Summons of any of the said Commissioners, 20 
than Twenty to go more than Twenty Statute Miles from the Place of his Abode, 
Miles. iji obedience to any such Summons of an Inspector, to go more 



than Fire Miles from the Place of his Abode : Provided also, that 



nothing kerein contained shall empower the Commissioners or any 
Commissioner or Inspector to require the Production of the Title, 25 
■or of any Papers or Deeds relating to the Title, of any Lands, 
Tenements, or Hereditaments, not being Property under the Autho- 
rity of or vested in the said Commissioners by this Act : Provided 
also, that nothing herein contained shall authorize the said Com- 
missioners or any of them, or any such Inspector, to exercise such 30 
Powers of Summons, Inquiry, Examination, or other such last-men- 
tioned Powers as aforesaid, in the Case of any Hospital, Infirmary, or 
Medical Institution supported by private Endowments, Bequests, 
Property, or Subscriptions. 



Penalty for XXIX. And be it enacted, That every Person who, upon any 35 
false Evi- such Examination as aforesaid under the Authority of this Act 

(lence. wilfully give false Evidence, or wilfully make or subscribe a 

Penalty for Declaration, shall be deemed guilty of a Misdemeanor ; and 

refusing Evi- every Person who shall refuse or wilfully neglect to attend in 
negUcting obedience to any such Summons as aforesaid of the Commissioners, 40 
to attend, &c. or any One of the Commissioners, or any Inspector, or to give Evi- 
dence as aforesaid, or shall wilfully alter, suppress, conceal, destroy, 
or refuse to produce any Books, Contracts, Agreements, Accounts, 
Maps, Plans, Surveys, Valuations, or Writings, or Copies of the same, 

which 
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which may be required as aforesaid to be produced for the Purposes 
of this Act, to any Person authorized by this Act to require the 
Production thereof, shall be liable to forfeit a Sum not exceeding Five 
Pounds, to be recovered before any Justice or Justices at Petty 
5 Sessions imder his or their Warrant, by Distress and Sale of the 
Goods of the Party so offending, returning to such Party the 
Overplus. 

XXX. And be it enacted, That every Inspector acting in execution inspectoi-s to 
of this Act shall be entitled, to enter at all Times into and to inspect visit District 

10 every Infirmary or Hospital or other Medical Institution or Building 

used for the Purposes of this Act, and to attend the Meetings of Meetings, 
every Board of Guardians, Dispensary Committee, or Board of 
Governors of any Hospital District, on all Business arising in the 
Execution of this Act, and to take part in the Proceedings, but not to 
15 vote at such Meeting ; and the said Commissioners, or an Inspector Power to 
by their Order in Writing, shall be empowered once in each Year (if inspect onco 
they shall deem it expedient) to enter, inspect, and report upon any 
Infirmary, Hospital, or Medical Institution supported by private supported by 
Endowments, Bequests, or Property: Provided always, that no such 
20 Power of Inspection nor any of the Provisions of this Act shall 

extend to any Infirmary, Fever Hospital, or other Hospital or Medical exMpted. 
Institution used as Part of and in immediate connexion with any 
Union Workhouse, or to any Lunatic Asylum, or to any Infirmary, 

Hospital, or Medical Institution attached to or in connexion with any 
25 Establishment of any religious Order or Community of Females 
bound by religious or monastic Vows. 

XXXI. And whereas it may be expedient for the said Commis- to ^ 
sioners in certain Cases to direct the Sale, Surrender, or Exchange of Commis- 
the Buildings and Premises subject to their Authority under the Pro- 

30 visions of this Act ; Be it therefore enacted, That in any Case where exchange 
it shall he by them so deemed expedient, it shall be lawful for the said 
Commissioners fi:om Time to Time, by Order under their Seal, to 
direct the Governors of any Hospital District to sell or to exchange 
or surrender, as the Case may be, any of the Buildings and Sites 
35 thereof, or the Lands and Premises thereto belonging, vested in them 
under this Act, and thereupon it shall he lawful for the said Governors 
of the said Hospital District, with the Approbation of the said Com- 
missioners signified under their Seal, to sell any of the said Buildings 
and the Sites afld Lands and Premises thereto belonging or apper- 
40 taining, and the Bights, Members, and Appurtenances thereof, accord- 
ing to their Estate and Interest therein, either by public Auction or by 
private Contract, and in such Manner as to them shall seem fit, to 
such Person or Persons as shall be willing to become the Purchaser 
679. D or 
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or Purcliasers of tbe same, or any Part or Parts tbereof, or to make 
any Exchange of any such Buildings, Lands, or Premises for other 
Lands or Premises, or to surrender any Lease of any such Buildings, 
Lands, or Premises as aforesaid, on such Terms as may he agreed on, 
and to enter into all necessary Contracts for such Sale or Sales, Ex- 5 
change or Exchanges, and to rescind and vary the same, and to give 
flill and effectual Discharge or Discharges for the Purchase Money of 
such Premises, or other Consideration, or <any Part thereof, and to 
execute all necessary Conveyances for vesting any such Buildings or 
Premises in the Purchaser or Purchasers thereof, or any Part thereof, 10 
or Party taking the same by Exchange or Surrender, for all the Estate 
or Interest vested in the said Commissioners as aforesaid in such 
Buildings or Premises, or in the said Part or Parts thereof respectively, 
so sold and conveyed, or exchanged or surrendered ; and all such 
Purchase Money or Consideration Money, after deducting the necessary 15 
Expenses of such Sale or Sales, or Exchange or Surrender, shall be 
paid and placed to the Credit of the District to -which such Buildings, 
Lands, or Premises before appertained or belonged, pursuant to the 
Provisions of this Act. 

XXXIL And be it enacted, That the Commissioners of Health to 20 
be appointed under this Act shall be the Commissioners for executing 
in Ireland the Powers and Purposes of “ The Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Act, 1848,’’ and an Act of the last Session of 
Parliament amending the same 5 and that all Committees, Inspectors, 
Medical Officers, and other Persons appointed or employed under the 25 
Powers of this Act shall and they are hereby required, within their 
respective Districts, to aid the Guardians of the Poor, and such Officers 
or Persons as they shall appoint or employ, in the Superintendence 
and Execution of any Directions and Regulations which may at any 
Time he issued by the Commissioners of Health for the Time being 30 
under the Authority and by -virtue of the said Nuisances Removal and 
Diseases Prevention Act and the said Act amending the same, or 
under or by virtue of the Provisions hereof in relation thereto ; and 
that all Expenses which shall be incurred on account or in execution 
of the said last-mentioned Act or Acts, and chargeable upon the Poor 35 
Rates, shall hereafter be charged on the Poor Rates of the respective 
Electoral Division situate within such District, in the Manner, and be 
ascertained, paid, and audited, in all respects as directed for the Ex- 
penditure under the Provisions and for the Purposes of this Act. 

XXXni. And be it enacted, That the Commissioners of Health 40 
shall once at least in every Year submit to the Lord Lieutenant a 
General Report of their Proceedings, including the total Expenses 
incurred in Ireland and in each Union in carrying this Act into 

Execution 
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Execution in each. Year, together with a List of ail Districts, Dis- 
pensaries, and Hospitals under this Act, and the total annual Expense 
of each; and every such Genei*al Report shall he laid before both and to be 
Houses of Parliament within the Month of March, if Parliament be Parii^ent 
5 then sitting, or, if Parliament be not then sitting, within Six Weeks 
after the next Meeting of Parliament. 

XXXIV. And be it enacted. That in the Interpretation of this Act Interpreta- 
the Words “ Lord Lieutenant ” shall extend to and include the Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland for the Time being, and the Word 
10 “Medical” shall be construed to extend to and include the Word 
“ Surgical,” and the Word “ Hospital ” shall include “ Infirmary,” and 
the Word “Infirmary” shall include “Hospital,” unless there be 
something in the Subject repugnant to such Construction. 

CtAUSE D. 

XXXV. And be it enacted, That this Act shall commence and Commence- 
15 take effect from and after the First Day of October One thousand 
eight hundred and fifty. 

XXXVI. And be it enacted, That this Act may be amended or Act may be 
repealed by any Act to be passed in the present Session of Parliament. ® 
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